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Leavenworth and connects us 
with all of the communities 
we have always intended to 
serve, from Lake Wenatchee 
to East Wenatchee.  In 
addition, the term ªinstituteº 
has come to have a meaning 
already conveyed by a number 
of organizations that have 
missions similar to ours, such as 
the North Cascades Institute, 
the Aspen Institute, and the 
Grand Canyon Field Institute.

In addition to being more accurately descriptive 
of what we are and what we do, we believe this 
change also improves our ability to sustain our 
organization into the future. It makes it easier for us 
to introduce ourselves and communicate our mission. 
It is more inclusive of all the people and communities 
we serve and depend on for on-going support. It also 
is a name that is more likely to be attractive to larger 
foundations and other grant-makers.

What will this change mean to those of you 
who already know us as Barn Beach Reserve?  
Frankly, other than the corporate name, nothing else 
will change.   We will continue to be the same local 
independent non-pro® t organization we have been 
since we incorporated in 2006.  We will continue to 
own and operate Barn Beach Reserve for the bene® t 
of the people and communities we serve.  Finally, 
we will continue to sponsor ® rst class educational 
® eld days for local school children and quality 
programming for adults and families.

   --Je!  Parsons, Executive Director
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Field Notes

We have adopted a 
new corporate name for our 
organization.  ªWenatchee 
River Instituteº is the new 
name for what we have been 
calling ªBarn Beach Trustº and 
ªBarn Beach Nature Centerº 
since August 2006.  ªBarn 
Beach Reserveº is still the 
name of the beautiful place 
in Leavenworth where we 
have our buildings and grounds.  4 e  mission and the 
programs we have established over the past few years 
are una5 ected by the name change.

What7s in a name?  ªBarn Beach Reserveº has 
made a name for itself over the past few years. With 
the support of our donors and volunteers, BBR has 
become known for the place-based ® eld days for 
school children, the adult and family programming in 
the Barn, and the beauty of our grounds and location 
overlooking the Wenatchee River. Based on our 
location and activities, most people in the Leavenworth 
area know us as ªBarn Beach Reserve.º  As a place of 
business, that won7t change.

However, our mission has always been to serve 
the greater Wenatchee Valley.  4 a t isn7t captured by 
any of the names by which we are known.  Nor do 
these names indicate anything about our mission, 
which is ªto promote the environmental, economic and 
social sustainability of the greater Wenatchee Valley 
through educational programming and stewardship 
bridging environment, arts and cultural history.º

We believe ªWenatchee River Instituteº much 
better captures the geographic scope and organizational 
purpose described by our mission statement.  4 e  
Wenatchee River  ̄ows by Barn Beach Reserve in 
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;<<)®)fth)graders)from)Osborn)
Elementary in Leavenworth 
participated in ® eld days spread 
out from December through May.  

Students: 
made climatograms of 
ªeastsideº and ªwestsideº cities 
in Washington to learn about 
weather and climate   

donned snowshoes for nature 
walks along the Wenatchee River

used dichotomous keys to identify evergreen trees

dug snow pits to learn about the characteristics of snow 

learned about the seasons, climate change, and the 
carbon cycle through hands-on indoor activities

made shrub steppe food webs and learned about different 
biomes in the USA and world

collected and identified 6-8 species of lichen

navigated with maps and compasses

learned how Northwest Indians used various flowering 
plants 9ethnobotany; 

S="' ()5677)>" $)G"+$*)F'* 3$)D+4.Ð OUR 
FOURTH YEAR OF BUGS, BLOOMS, AND BIRDS

?<<)third)graders)f rom)Osborn)Elementary)in 
Leavenworth and Vale)Elementary in Cashmere 
participated in field days before and after 
Leavenworth Spring Bird Fest.  Students:  

used field guides and Wenatchee Valley College bird 
skins to learn about field marks 

planted petunias and wildflower seeds 

made a rock collection 9with guidance from Brent 
Cunderla, BLM; 

used binoculars on guided birding walks and cameras on 
flower scavenger hunts

got up-close-and-personal with insects, blood cells, 
nematodes 9small pond worms;, and redworms 

collected  and identified arthropods 9with guidance from 
Dr. Mark Oswood; 

identified life-sized, realistically-colored wooden birds 
9with guidance from NCW Audubon volunteers;
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observed live birds of prey 
9from Sarvey Wildlife Center, 
Arlington, WA;  

studied bird behavior 9migration 
and bird songs;

learned about bird migration 
and songs with fun, hands-on 
activities 9inside and outside; 
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In April, we welcomed 2< 
kindergarteners from Carol 

Steichen7s class to BBR.  The students did several ªbirdyº 
art projects while learning about field marks, planted 
spinach and snap pea seeds 9which grew into a wonderful 
harvest in mid-summer;, and did a nature walk through 
Waterfront Park.

We hope to have Rebecca Barrett7s 6th and =th graders 
back at BBR in late spring of 20>2.
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In late May and early June, <@ sixth, seventh, and eighth 
graders from Pioneer1)Orchard, and Foothills)Middle)
Schools)visited BBR.  4 e  students:

took natural and cultural history walks with binoculars

used magnifying devices to draw actual insects to scale

tested river water for various chemicals

identified native trees and shrubs

practiced knots and casting 9with guidance from Trout 
Unlimited and other avid fishermen;

learned about using telemetry to track fish populations 
9with guidance from Barb Kelly-Ringel, USFWS;

F+33)5677)@!,)G"+$* )F'*3$)D+4.Ð M APS, 
L EAVES   & SALMON

??<)fourth)graders from four classrooms in Leavenworth 
and ® ve classrooms in Cashmere are currently 
participating in hands-on, indoor and outdoor science 
education at BBR.  4 e y will:

wear boots to net macroinvertebrates in the Wenatchee 
River and photograph small animals and animal signs on 
the river bank

use binoculars and spotting scopes to watch salmon 
spawning 
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Osborn 4th graders were given a leaf and asked to describe its 
characteristics to a partner, who then drew the leaf from the 
description alone. It was hard to choose the four best drawings"
Black cottonwood by Sarah and Savana, Mrs. Davies' class
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identify deciduous trees and shrubs while using 
dichotomous leaf keys

test river water for temperature, pH, dissolved oxygen, 
and clarity

observe and handle small, live vertebrates and 
invertebrates while studying their unique characteristics

calculate map scale and map a section of BBR for 
landmarks and vegetation

reflect on the beauty of the Wenatchee River watershed 
through chalk drawing

As always, we are tremendously grateful to the )
volunteers)and)partnering)agency)specialists who helped 
us deliver our school programming this past year:

Veteran)volunteers: Brian Abbey, Tim Abel, Mary 
Jo Bartholomew, Vicky Cibicki, Pat Dunham, Ted 
Dunham, Liz Forrer, Karen Haire, Joe Q Dee Hickman, 
Annette Jouard, Pat Kaasa, Gary Q Char Lauer, 
Julia Leach, Nancy Leach, Mick Marquardt, Dennis 
McMahon, David QTeresa Moazed, Lisi Ott, Joe Q 
Sheri Rowe, Cindy Ruprecht, Linda Sarratt, Mim 
Schwich, Bobbie Sickles, Grace Smith, Betsy Steele

New)volunteers:)Rhiannon Archerelle, Lori Brown, 
John Q Susan Butruille, Claudia Carani, David Doody, 
Candace Egner, Taelor Feinberg, Dave Graybill , Jon 
Hagedorn, Kurt Haire, Mike Heldt, Linny Jones, 
Larry Leach, Lorren Morgan, Marycarol Nelson, Ann 
Schaectel, Suzanne Sorom, Martin Straub, Jack Smith

Veteran)specialists:)Tyler Burks 9WA Ecology;, Brent 
Cunderla 9BLM;, Lynann DeJarnett 9USFWS;, Barb 
Kelley-Ringel 9USFWS;, Mark Oswood 9U. of Alaska, 
retired;, Chris Parsons 9WA State Parks;, Susan 4 omas 
9US Forest Service;, Audrey 4 ompson 9Wil d Fish 
Conservancy;

New)specialist)in)?<;;: Carlos Gonzalez 9Environment 
for the Americas; 

4 a nk youX  We could not do what we do without these 
amazing people.  We always welcome new volunteersX  
Please call @0Y-@<8-YZ62 or contact us by e-mail.  

Jody Marquardt, Education Coordinator (jmarquardt@
barnbeachreserve.org)
Ann Leach, Education Assistant (aleach@barnbeachreserve.org)
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Weeping willow by Jordan and Ashlyn, Mr. Hassinger's class

Vine maple by Kolby and Truh, Mr. Camp's class

European mountain-ash by Emily and Makiowa, Mrs. 
Frazier's class
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M ay >=-20, 20>2 will mark Bird Fest7s >0th 
anniversary. We have some surprises planned--watch our 
website for updates 9leavenworthspringbirdfestJcom;.  
 We are pleased to announce that our Keynote 
Speaker is Dr. David Craig, Willamette University 9OR; 
Biology Professor.  Dr. Craig7s research focuses on the response 
of avian predators to human modi® ed ecosystems and their 
subsequent impact on community structure. 4 is includes 
predation on endangered ® sh species by colonial waterbirds, 
such as Caspian terns. 4 e  theoretical framework for this 
research arose from his previous work which focused on 
behavioral and population ecology of corvids 9jays, crows, 
ravens;, and the impact of corvid nest predation on bird 
communities in coniferous forests.
 Dr. Craig worked with Dr. John Marzlu5  9UW-- 
coming to BBR in November; on the research project of crow 
recognition of human faces, testing the birds by wearing masks 
that represented ªgood guysº 9who fed the birds; and ªbad 
guysº 9who captured and banded them;.  His Keynote Address 
will focus on both terns and corvids, and a citizen science 
opportunity he is working on that will enable birders to add 
to the research by identifying speci® c birds, thus tracking their 
movements.

B&)^ F%\_ N%%^\ [!# ) S#{ {!) _
) Bird Fest attracts hundreds of overnight and multi-
day visitors to events that run from as early as 6 AM to as 
late as >> PM. Time for meals and shopping is built into 
the schedule. Visitors surveyed remarked that they love our 
Leavenworth Bird Fest because if the whole family doesn7t 
want to spend all their time birding, they can go shopping or 
visit other attractions in town. Bird Fest needs your ® nancial 
support and a cadre of volunteers to continue to thrive. Our 
® rst sponsorship mailing will go out next month. Please look 
for it and consider giving generously.  For more information, 
please contact festival coordinator Gail Roberts at groberts|
barnbeachreserve.org.

 We invite any curious adult who enjoys learning 
about the natural world to become a Wenatchee Naturalist.  
4 e  Wenatchee River Institute is proud to announce this 
new program, held in the Wenatchee Chelan-Douglas 
Land Trust o}  ce.  4 e  course will feature the Wenatchee 
River watershed7s diversity of life, with a focus on the shrub-
steppe,  low-elevation  forest,  and  riparian eco-regions.  [ou  
will join other motivated and interesting adults who want 
to learn together about our local native plants and animals, 
habitats, and current natural resource issues. 4 e aim of the 
Wenatchee Naturalist program is to cultivate and launch a 
corps of well-informed citizens who will actively volunteer 
for stewardship and conservation education projects within 
our community.  4 i s class is modeled after successful 
Master Naturalist programs on-going in over <0 other states.

 4 e >2-week Wenatchee Naturalist I course 
consists of @0 hours of training including lectures, extensive 
handouts forming a resource notebook, expert guest 
speakers, hands-on labs, and Z Saturday guided ® eld trips.  
Students will keep a ® eld journal and complete a citizen 
science project during the class. Upon course completion, 
participants are asked to give-back 20 hours of service 
during the next calendar year.  4 roughout the class, 
students will be introduced to local non-pro® ts and agencies 
who welcome volunteers in the ® eld.   4 e  class runs on 
Wednesday evenings, 6:00-8:Z0 PM, Feb. >- April >8, 20>2, 
at the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust o}  ce in downtown 
Wenatchee. 4 e course tuition is ~Z00 and scholarship 
opportunities are available.  Free clock-hours and college 
course credit are available for teachers.  4 e  class is limited 
to 2@ participants.  Visit the Wenatchee River Institute 
website 9barnbeachreserve.org; to see the class syllabus and 
to read ªfrequently asked questions.º  Download the course 
application form and mail it in to reserve your spotX

 Susan Ballinger is the course designer and 
instructor.  As a biologist, naturalist, and educator, Susan 
Ballinger is respected for her depth of knowledge and ability 
to inspire.  Born and raised in Montana, Susan developed a 
love of the outdoors that led to advanced degrees in Biology 
and Education and a career-long commitment to making 
science understandable to the non-scientist. Her passion for 

    --continued on page 62012 Bird Fest Keynote Speaker: Dr. David Craig



f g h i j k j l j m n o p q r r p

l s t u t v

m w x y h f z { r | k r n } m q p ~ z • € • ‚ ‚ x ƒ

l „ …

y • †

…

g ‚ ‡ y ˆ ‚ ˆ

s

| ‰ r

…

M * 0 K * " . , ' = ) F # " 0
[esX I want to join Barn Beach Reserve and enjoy full membership privileges through December 20>2X 

Please ® ll out and return form with your check to Barn)Beach)Trust, PO Box 20=Z, Leavenworth, WA  Y8826, or if you 
prefer, you may ªDonate Nowº  ± by check or credit card on-line.

Please select contribution level:

r   Individual  ~>@. r   Family           ~2@.    9couples, parents and children, or grandparents and grandchildren;

r   Kestrel ~@0. r   Sharp-shinned Hawk >00.  r   Osprey ~2@0.

r   Red-tailed Hawk  ~@00. r   Peregrine Falcon   ~>000. r   Bald Eagle  ~@000.

Your membership helps provide educational opportunities for children. Your contribution is tax deductible.

Name

Address

City        State   • ip

Phone

Email

C + 33 '  ( ) / # " ) V # 3 % ! * * " . Q
Ye sU ) I ) w a n t ) t o ) v o l u n t e e r ) a t ) B a r n ) B e a c h ) R e s e r v e U

Volunteer opportunities abound. For instance, you can help in the o}  ce with mailings or special projects like Bird Fest, assist with our 
environmental education ® eld days, work on one of our landscaping rehabilitation projects, or monitor the birds visiting our feeders. 
Please call us at 9@0Y; @<8-=@8<.

Please indicate your availability below 9circle days;:

 Y AM-Noon: Mon.  Tues. Wed. 4 urs. Fri. 

 Noon-< PM: Mon. Tues. Wed. 4 urs. Fri. 

How many hours a week€month would you like to volunteer? •••••••••

Are you currently 9please circle;:  working retired student other•••••••• •••••••••••

Relevant skills, education, or experience:••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••• ••••••••••

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••• •••••••••••••• ••••••••••••

Emergency contact: Name•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• P hone••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

r     I grant Barn Beach Reserve permission to use photos in the Reserve7s newsletters or website of my doing volunteer 

 work at the Reserve.

r    Are you volunteering because a judge, attorney, or other authority has ordered you to?

 No  ••••••  [es•••••• 9atta ch explanation and phone number of contact;

Note: All volunteers who will be working with children will be subject to a background check.

Indicate areas of interest:•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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What's Happening at the Reserve 

percent during the next year and began to recruit local residents 
to make the same pledge. The Committee is working to 
launch the ªthinklocalleavenworth.orgº web site in November 
to provide businesses, residents and visitors with a guide to 
participating local independent businesses.  Please contact us 
if you would like to make the >0‚ Shift Pledge or donate to 
support Think Local First. 

We are pleased to introduce a new staff member,  Amy Massey. 
Amy and her husband Dayle, with their children Charlotte 
and Owen, moved to Leavenworth in >YYY. They enjoy skiing, 
hiking and involvement in the community. Amy brings  a 
background with non-profits, a degree in library science, and 
a love of the outdoors to her part time role as Administrative 
Assistant. 

   --Je!  Parsons, Executive Director

u

We have continued to make site)improvements at Barn Beach 
Reserve. We put a fresh coat of paint on the >08-year-old River 
Hausƒ we completed the Children7s Garden, adding Z more 
raised beds to the Z constructed last yearƒ a volunteer work party 
graveled the Main Street Trail with gravel provided by the City 
of Leavenworthƒ and we installed a bear-proof trash container 
provided by the Washington Department of Fish and Wil dlife. 
We are in the process of completing the Upper Meadow Trails 
and are planning to install identification and way-finding signs 
at appropriate locations throughout the Reserve.

We have installed the Watershed)Art)Collection in its 
permanent home at the E. Lorene [ou ng Audubon House, 
located at 2@0->2th Street in Leavenworth.  The Watershed 
Art project was organized for exhibition in Leavenworth and 
Wenatchee in 2002 by local artists Gretchen Daiber, Cynthia 
Neely and Gretchen Rohde. The Collection consists of 22 
works by prominent artists inspired by the Wenatchee River 
Watershed. We are seeking donations to purchase and install a 
lighting system that will enable proper viewing of this beautiful 
collection.  Please contact us if you wish to view the Collection 
or make a donation to help us shine a light on it.  

This year7s Thi rd)Annual)LIFE?)Earth)Day)Community)
Fair was another rousing success.  We had great weather, 
a big turnout ± over @00 people ± and lots of food, music, 
booths and activities building awareness about environmental, 
economic and social sustainability.  Thank you to Sleeping 
Lady Mountain Resort, Stevens Pass Bike Park, Chelan 
County PUD and Port of Chelan County for their generous 
sponsorship of this year7s Fair.  Next year7s Fair is scheduled to 
take place Sunday, April 22, 20>2, from noon to < PM at Lion7s 
Club Park in Leavenworth.

The)EJ)Lorene)Young)Community)Garden is becoming a 
reality at the corner of >2th and Commercial in Leavenworth. 
Wit h a goal of having the garden in operation by the 20>2 
growing season, a committee of volunteers has designed the 
garden, hooked up to City water, and installed posts for a deer 
fence.  They hope to install an irrigation system and finish 
the deer fence before the snow flies. Thank you to Jill and 
Tony Keyser for their generous donation enabling garden 
construction to begin.  We are seeking additional donations 
needed to complete garden construction. Please contact us 
if you are interested in donating, volunteering your time, or 
having a garden plot next year.

The Think)Local)First)Steering Committee achieved its first 
major goal by recruiting over >00 local businesses to pledge to 
increase their buying from local independent businesses by >0 

u

u

u

u

u

We n a t c h e e ) N a t u r a l i s t )( c o n t i n u e d 
f r om  p a g e  4 )

experiential learning is evident in her award winning Shrub Steppe7n 
Up Saddle Rock and River of Power Science curricula for regional 
school districts.  She is  the recipient of numerous local and state awards, 
and her original work has been published in scienti® c journals and 
human-interest magazines. An energetic volunteer, she serves as State 
Director of the Washington Native Plant Society, Board member of 
Chelan-Douglas Land Trust, and Field Botanist for the University 
of Washington. When not researching, writing and teaching, you7ll 
® nd Susan in the foothills she loves, often joined by her husband Paul 
and their three young adult children.  Susan will be happy to answer 
questions about the Wenatchee Naturalist program.  Contact her at 
@0Y.66Y.=820 or skylinebal|gmail.com.
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Director
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Education 
Coordinator
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Bird Fest Coordinator,  
Naturalist

Ann Leach, Education Assistant

Amy Massey, Administrative 
Assistant
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We at Barn Beach Trust would like to extend our sincere thanks to these 
current members of Barn Beach Reserve:
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New events added frequentlyX

Please visit our website for up-to-date information on all events.
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Events Calendar
Fri., Nov. >>, = PM Dog Days, Raven Nights--Dr. John Q Colleen Marzlu5 
Fri., Nov. >8, = PM Travel: EthiopiaX  Pat O7Brien Q Nadia Hakki
Sat. Nov. >Y,  @:Z0-=:Z0BBR Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
January 20>2 TBA Films in the Barn: Green Fire: Aldo Leopold and a Land Ethic for Our Time
February 20>2 TBA Films in the Barn:  Play Again: Consequences of a Childhood Removed from Nature
March 20>2 TBA Films in the Barn: Bag It: Is Your Life Too Plastic?
May >@->=, 20>2 Leavenworth Spring Bird Fest 9>0th AnniversaryX;


